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Superstitii, strategii narative si de interpretare

Dupa volumele Alfabetizare, obiceiurile scrisului, cultura populard scrisd (2008) si
Antropologia povestitului (2011) prezentul curs universitar este o sinteza a mitologiei
populare contemporane, cat si a metodelor de analiza a ei. Autorul parcurge terminologia
debaza aacestui domeniu al antropologiei (superstitie, valoare, identitate, statut, biografie,
discursul biografic, reprezentare, individul contextualizat, comunitate, viata cotidiana,
comunicatie transcendenta, Mental Imagery Cultivation), canoanele de cercetare a
mitologiei din secolele 19—20. (reconstituirea mitologiei arhaice, etnogeneza, analizele
tipologice, textuale si estetice ale naratiunilor). Metoda de interpretare propusa de autor
este cea pragmaticd, din care rezultd si aria tematica a volumului: rolurile divinatiei,
superstitie si societate, rolul biografic al superstitiilor, specialisti ai mitologiei, superstitie
si discurs (medii, contexte, situatii, strategii), statutul si rolul superstitiilor. Continuand
traditia cursurilor anterioare, autorul oferad cititorilor metode si strategii de analize
prin studii de caz. Acestea sunt urmatoarele: Analiza morfologica a naratiunilor mitice,
Mitologia preotului ortodox, Formele si rolul divinatiei in Campia Transilvaniei, Datul
in ciubdr, Analiza unei metode de divinatie, Utilizarea magiei in riturile de primavara,
Réchita in naratiunile biografice, Peisaj si individ: superstitie si biografie, Eveniment si
reprezentare, Cine poate vedea strigoiul, Blestem si vindecare, Reprezentarea mitologiei
in beletristicd, Revitalizarea magiei in media online din Romaénia. Studiile de caz se
bazeaza pe cercetarile de teren ale autorului din ultimele trei decenii. Totodata, autorul
utilizeazd o vasta baza de date culese de studentii Departamentului de Etnografie si
Antropologie Maghiara din Cluj-Napoca, in diferite regiuni culturale din Transilvania.

Keszeg Vilmos s-a nascut in 1957. Si-a terminat studiile la Universitatea Babes—Bolyai,
specializarea limb si literaturd maghiari si francezi. In prezent este profesor universitar,
directorul Scolii Doctorale Studii de Hungarologie. Domenii de cercetare: mitologia
populard contemporand, cultura populara scrisd, structuri narative cotidiene. Este
autorul volumelor: A folklér hataran. A népi irdasbeliség verses miifajai Aranyosszéken.
Kriterion, Bucuresti, 1991; Kelt levelem. Egy mez0ségi parasztasszony levelezése.
Debrecen, 1996; Joslasok a Mezbségen. Etnomantikai elemzés. Bon Ami, Sfantu
Gheorghe, 1997; Mezbségi hiedelmek. Mentor, Tiargu Mures, 1999; Homo narrans.
Emberek, torténetek és kontextusok. KOMP-PRESS, Cluj-Napoca, 2002; Aranyosszék
népkoltészete. Népi szovegek és kontextusok. I-II. Mentor, Targu Mures, 2004; Egy Hir
Adas a’ Késé Maradékhoz. 17—20. szazadi erdélyi toronygombiratok. Mentor, Targu
Mures, 2006; Alfabetizacio, irasszokasok, popularis irasbeliség. BBTE-KJNT, Cluj-
Napoca, 2008; A torténetmondas antropolégidja. BBTE-KJINT, Cluj-Napoca, 2011;
Torténetek és torténetmondds Detrehemtelepen. Erdélyi Muzeum-Egyesiilet, Cluj-
Napoca, 2012.



Folk Beliefs, Narrative and Interpretative Strategies

After the volumes Alfabetisation, Habits of Writing, Written Popular Culture (2008) and
The Anthropology of Storytelling (2011), the present university course is a synthesis of
contemporary popular mythology as well as of its methods of analysis. The author lines up
and discusses the terminology of this domain of anthropology (folk belief, value, identity,
status, biography, biographic discourse, representation, contextualized individual,
community, everyday life, transcendental communication, mental imagery cultivation),
canons of the research of mythologies in the 19"-20" centuries (reconstruction of
archaic mythology, ethnogenesis, typological, textual, aesthetic analysis of narrative
texts). The interpretative method proposed by the author is the pragmatic one, which
also determines the thematic concept of the volume: the roles of divination, beliefs and
society, biographic role of beliefs, specialists of mythology, belief and discourse (medias,
contexts, situations, strategies), the status and role of beliefs. Continuing the tradition
of his anterior courses, the author offers the reader methods and strategies of analysis
through case studies. These are the following: Morphological analysis of mythological
narratives, The mythology of the Orthodox priest, Forms and roles of divination in the
Transylvanian Plain, Looking into the tub, The analysis of a method of divination, The use
of magic in spring rituals, The village of Rachita in biographic narratives, Landscape and
individual: belief and biography, Event and representation, Who can see the hobgoblin,
Curse and vindication, The representation of mythology in literature, The revitalisation
of magic in the online media from Romania. All the case studies are based on the three-
decade research and fieldwork experience of the author. In the meantime he uses a vast
data base collected by the students from the Department of Hungarian Ethnography and
Anthropology Cluj-Napoca in different cultural regions of Transylvania.

Vilmos Keszeg was born in 1957. He studied Hungarian and French language
literature at the University of Cluj. His is now professor and head of department of the
College for Hungarian Ethnology and Anthropology at the same University. His main
field of research is in the redefinition of the role of biographical texts, written popular
culture, contemporary mythologies and story-telling. He published the following
books: A folklor hataran. A népi irasbeliség verses miifajai Aranyosszéken. Kriterion,
Bucuresti, 1991; Kelt levelem. Egy mez8ségi parasztasszony levelezése. Debrecen,
1996; Joslasok a Mezbségen. Etnomantikai elemzés. Bon Ami, Sfantu Gheorghe, 1997;
Mezbségi hiedelmek. Mentor, Tiargu Mures, 1999; Homo narrans. Emberek, torténetek
és kontextusok. KOMP-PRESS, Cluj-Napoca, 2002; Aranyosszék népkoltészete. Népi
szovegek és kontextusok. I-II. Mentor, Targu Mures, 2004; Egy Hir Adas a’ Késé
Maradékhoz. 17—20. szazadi erdélyi toronygombiratok. Mentor, Targu Mures, 2006;
Alfabetizacid, irasszokasok, popularis irasbeliség. BBTE-KJNT, Cluj-Napoca, 2008;
A torténetmondas antropolégiaja. BBTE-KJNT, Cluj-Napoca, 2011; Torténetek és
torténetmondas Detrehemtelepen. Erdélyi Mtizeum-Egyesiilet, Cluj-Napoca, 2012.
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